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What is the NAS Model Curriculum? 
(NASMC)

● Web-based lessons plans, primary source documents, teaching 
strategies, professional development guides and resources.  

○ Link to article for more information.

● One of four model curriculums available Fall 2025 on the We are 
California website hosted by UC Davis (link).

○ Links to templates for curriculum development:  written and slides

● Lead agencies, Humboldt and San Diego County Offices of Education, 
develop NASMC in partnership with Tribes, other COE’s, native youth 
serving organizations and Native knowledge keepers.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QQEaJXf-vLjtx9qQY-P-xALIUqJ4g4HNk4zSDvLhaQ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://chsspcde.sf.ucdavis.edu/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AASl84w_PGInbihEobi8fogi0JKkr_y7lekhUOzcIlU/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hFXYEXo6p_laXimXt31ifDMJgpKZqpx4wa9cJYGBLnc/edit#slide=id.g2ef8ecf5564_0_248


NASMC Guiding Leaders 
● Provide expertise in NAS content and support lessons cohesion for writers
● Guiding professional development supports needed for successful implementation
● Advocacy for curriculum inclusion to California Standards and continued funding for 

development



HCOE - Regions 1-3
55 Tribes*

SDCOE - Regions 4-11
54 Tribes*

* HCOE has reached  1,400 
participants in 81 NASMC 
community meetings
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San Diego County Office of Education
California Indian Education for All

San Diego County Office of Education

staci.block@sdcoe.net
taylor.maki@sdcoe.net

Others may join this newsletter and access resources by registering here.
https://bit.ly/CIEFA_Register

https://bit.ly/CIE_ResourceGuide
https://www.sdcoe.net/nasmc
https://caindianeducationforall.com
mailto:staci.block@sdcoe.net
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ff8co5jebb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CU7NiptiHXMAdKVhbyr0_jxSa7xuMl9v92wj056PsOatFfhe3clDnORDmy2S6ncsZfFcVZqiWBjTN27FKnSbXj8CcxjPig_TbAyrp1sV81hYZ5qAIGZHWP9MWZvYjAT-lrKMbb8sW_25HBUIP4aOCFmcGzSE8RawuzJzv30xyU8tEJDwWNfpoT-6uFnRvsioZ4dRUiPfiof9yN5F_iLj8BD4dMYSNIqLW177po66fQfUeqxCjoEwm8nwJ5CwClMxzK2prG3T8oWio7--VHh3uii1_o1XGwDlS6WfXj9b5MkSBiRvLOdazQZ674XjCAgQ4DSLWNcZs5a4PA8OUl7bVA%3D%3D%26c%3DKwLMeeqKSb-Q3M-GSFPleCmaYkHMFDlkYSh9BaDQoS7rXM6_GMcNVQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D2WBXdOPIiDF0cbyIjwPw7aCXc4cpVGyIb_k-xKw1JCDuGeKWH8_v4g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmpeters%40hcoe.org%7C882d544a937c4797003c08dd09ed0d6c%7C1f0d9f34f32b48b89093b5de564e2d48%7C0%7C0%7C638677635956556258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=imPyjoyOYmhGLaMNAxdM7KV6sgyk02I%2F4gPbUQ%2FrL9I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ff8co5jebb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CU7NiptiHXMAdKVhbyr0_jxSa7xuMl9v92wj056PsOatFfhe3clDnG3DD6DQRaDwIQ-UeoKfFlK3LmpVNnPDZ4tGIAf19n6ZuwB5cKEUsgYxudy9AgDetSRZD3xSDcODzugJnqFD1BcszmZVBovFYPbwTgs5xZXH%26c%3DKwLMeeqKSb-Q3M-GSFPleCmaYkHMFDlkYSh9BaDQoS7rXM6_GMcNVQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D2WBXdOPIiDF0cbyIjwPw7aCXc4cpVGyIb_k-xKw1JCDuGeKWH8_v4g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmpeters%40hcoe.org%7C882d544a937c4797003c08dd09ed0d6c%7C1f0d9f34f32b48b89093b5de564e2d48%7C0%7C0%7C638677635956593967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PdUBB%2F1Im4oNqY1jv8CkEp40q8%2Bu%2BCMaFwKRZfE68%2B4%3D&reserved=0


Curriculum 
Themes 

Identified by 
the 

Community

Cultural Strengths:
Traditional Lifeways

Cultural Values
Artistic Achievements
Historical Advocacy

Cultural Revitalization

Relationship to Place:
Indigenous Mapping

Cultural Stories/History 
Connection to plants and 

animals -worldview
Stewardship Practices

Indigenous Foods

Law / Government:
Relationship with US 

Government
Historical Events/Policies
Impacts of Colonization

Current Structures of 
Tribes

History:
Experiences of Genocide
Resilience after Genocide

Sovereignty
Pre-colonial lifeways and 

Culture
Acknowledge Leaders

Cross Curricular 
Integration:

Storytelling
Native Literature

Tribal Ecological Knowledge
Math and Engineering

Skills for success in society
Youth Cultural Vision

Native 
Language 
and world 
view

Kinship & Healthy 
Relationship Skills 
(SEL)

Empower 
to take 
action

Cultural 
Arts

Trauma 
Informed 
Teaching

Model 
Co-Learning 
with students

Understanding 
Cultural 
Appropriation

Examining 
Implicit and 
Explicit BiasCritical 

Thinking 
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Remaining Project Timeline
● Now- December 2024: Curriculum Writing 

● January 2025:  Last Review of Lessons by the State Model Curriculum 
Coordinating Council

● January-April 2025: Editing and formatting for accessibility and ensuring 
licensing of resources for use

● February-April 2025:  Tribal and Community Input

● May 1, 2025: HCOE submits completed NorCal NASMC resources

● Fall 2025: NASMC resources available on We are California website (link)

https://chsspcde.sf.ucdavis.edu/


Community Engagement

Since February 2023, HCOE has led 113 community engagement sessions, 
reaching 2,288 participants.

July 2024 focus group of educators (Arcata)
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We Are Still Here (Short version)
Sugarbush Hill Productions

https://vimeo.com/video/1021925615?share=copy
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Native youth responses
to place-based learning video on CA Indian history: 

August 2024, Bear River Rancheria
● This video is important because it mentions the health side and the generational trauma, something I 

want to work towards changing and helping.
● Extremely important because how every aspect of life was impacted, from mental, emotional, physical, 

and spiritual by infiltration of colonization.
● This video makes me want to learn our history because it was hidden from us in order to make others 

comfortable. 
● This video makes me want to learn the Wiyot language and ancestors names that had a big impact on 

us being recognized.
● I would like to learn more about dances, language and laws.
● I learned how recent the massacres are and that is important.
● I’ve learned nothing about native history in school.  I’ve had to do my own research to teach myself 

about the injustices to our people.
● This video made me realize that learning the language, and history of Native Americans, especially my 

own tribe is important to me.
● I want to learn how to weave a basket and my language through community guest speakers.
● Schools should have place based history to highlight who has always been there.  Sharing the native 

perspective is very important.
● We need to be learning our history and our ways or they will be lost.
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   HCOE CONTACT       
    INFORMATION

By intentional design, the model curriculum will be 
developed in partnership with California Tribes, other 

COEs, and native youth serving organizations.  

Humboldt County Office of Education  

Rebecca Lowry, MSW (Lenape)
Learning Specialist
(707) 582-2175
rlowry@hcoe.org

Maggie Peters (Yurok, Karuk)
Learning Specialist
(707) 845-6960
mpeters@hcoe.org

https://my.hcoe.net/native-american-studies-model-curriculum/
mailto:rlowry@hcoe.org
mailto:mpeters@hcoe.org

