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What is the NAS Model Curriculum? 
(NASMC)

● Web-based lessons plans, primary source documents, teaching strategies, 
professional development guides and resources. 

● One of four model curriculums funded by AB 167.   (Other model curriculums 
include Hmong, Cambodian and Vietnamese groups)

● Lead agencies, Humboldt and San Diego County Offices of Education, develop 
NASMC in partnership with Tribes, other COE’s, native youth serving organizations 
and Native knowledge keepers.

● Dr Cutcha Risling Baldy is the guiding leader for the Humboldt COE and Dr 
Joely Proudfit and Nicole Lim guide the work of San Diego COE. 

● By Fall 2025, NASMC resources will be available on a website hosted by the CA 
History and Social Science Project, UC Davis.





          What is an NAS model curriculum?

● A selection of high quality lesson plans and instructional support 
tools informed by CA Indian scholars, guiding leaders, community 
leaders & educators.

● Some lessons have a statewide focus (Like Civics, Native Identity or Native 
literature).

● Other lessons represent perspectives from CA Indian families of specific 
places (like Mountain Maidu or Tolowa).

● Some lessons are produced by Tribal Nations.



FAQ: How did HCOE inform 
Tribal Nations?

● 2 USPS mail outs to federal and non-federally recognized tribes 
○ November 2023 and March 2024

● Phone calls to Education Directors (November 2023)
● Ongoing emails inviting tribes to attend virtual meetings and/or host 

listening sessions in their communities (February 2023-now)
● Discussions in virtual and in-person meetings. (CA Indian peoples 

attended each of HCOE’s 75 meetings) 
● Video updates available on website 
● Collaboration with Truth and Healing Council

○ Governor’s Office of the Tribal Adviser emailed information on 
NASMC to all tribal leaders in CA, statewide. (March 2024)



HCOE - Regions 1-3
55 Tribes*

SDCOE - Regions 4-11
54 Tribes*

* HCOE has reached  1,300 
participants in 75 NASMC 
community meetings



Curriculum 
Themes 

Identified by 
the 

Community

Cultural Strengths:
Traditional Lifeways

Cultural Values
Artistic Achievements
Historical Advocacy

Cultural Revitalization

Relationship to Place:
Indigenous Mapping

Cultural Stories/History 
Connection to plants and 

animals -worldview
Stewardship Practices

Indigenous Foods

Law / Government:
Relationship with US 

Government
Historical Events/Policies
Impacts of Colonization

Current Structures of 
Tribes

History:
Experiences of Genocide
Resilience after Genocide

Sovereignty
Pre-colonial lifeways and 

Culture
Acknowledge Leaders

Cross Curricular 
Integration:

Storytelling
Native Literature

Tribal Ecological Knowledge
Math and Engineering

Skills for success in society
Youth Cultural Vision

Native 
Language 
and world 
view

Kinship & Healthy 
Relationship Skills 
(SEL)

Empower 
to take 
action

Cultural 
Arts

Trauma 
Informed 
Teaching

Model 
Co-Learning 
with students

Understanding 
Cultural 
Appropriation

Examining 
Implicit and 
Explicit BiasCritical 

Thinking 



FAQ: How Can Tribes get Involved?

● Request a presentation for Tribal Council.

● Create a new model lesson.

● End of January 2025:  Deadline for tribes to submit educational resources 
for the Resource List of the NASMC website.

● February 2025 -March 2025:  Opportunity for Tribes to review model 
lessons (Tribes may request access to lesson plans for review).



FAQ: What is the remaining timeline?

● Now- December 2024: Curriculum Writing
○ Proposals can be submitted on the HCOE NASMC website: 

www.hcoe.org/nasmc

● January 2025-April 2025: Editing and formatting resources to be accessible 
for those with disabilities

● May 1, 2025: HCOE submits completed NASMC resources

● September 2025: NASMC rolls out on web-based platform hosted by CA 
History and Social Science Project of UC Davis



The following list of NASMC resources, 
in development by HCOE, is a living document.

It will adjust and grow.

We invite you to contact us if you’d like to be a 
writer. HCOE is still accepting proposals as we 

started the project later than SDCOE.
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Resources that Expand Student Learning
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Asynchronous learning and support 
for teachers on the NASMC website



   COE CONTACT       
    INFORMATION

By intentional design, the model curriculum will be 
developed in partnership with California Tribes, other 

COEs, and native youth serving organizations.  

San Diego County Office of Education
California Indian Education for All
Staci Block, Ed.D. (Cherokee)
SDCOE NASMC Project Lead
Executive Leadership Coach, Multilingual Education and Global Achievement
San Diego County Office of Education
858-298-2139 staci.block@sdcoe.net

Humboldt County Office of Education  
Rosie Slentz, Ed.D
Director, Learning Support Services
Humboldt County Office of Education
Tel: 707.834.0786
Email: rslentz@hcoe.org

Rebecca Lowry, MSW (Lenape)
Learning Specialist
Humboldt County Office of Education 
Voice mail: 1-707-582-2175

RLowry@hcoe.org

Maggie Peters (Yurok, Karuk)
Learning Specialist
Humboldt County Office of Education
(707) 845-6960 mpeters@hcoe.org

LEAD AGENCIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NASMC

https://www.sdcoe.net/nasmc
https://caindianeducationforall.com
mailto:staci.block@sdcoe.net
https://my.hcoe.net/native-american-studies-model-curriculum/
mailto:rslentz@hcoe.org


Watch the latest HCOE Update 


